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This Is the New Viewpoint of
Fashionable Society Women

Who Are Providing Clubs or

Homes Where the Wage-

Earning Maiden May Board

‘for $3.50 Per Week—Old

ideas Dating Back to Famous

Remark of a Queen of

France Are Fast Disappearing.

At Inst the great gulf that has sop-
arated wealthy society women f[rom
poor working girle has been bridged,
and it bas becn done by the socicty
women in many parts of the country
hitting upon the most practical iaca
ever thought up—that of establizh-
Ing in many of the big cities, clubs
for working girls, with bourd at
$2.50 a week.

For years the working zlrl Lgs
been Lhe concern of wealthy women
Some took up her coudition as 4 fad
and olhers as a serious study, but
none ever accomplished any definite
results other than incurring the ¢o-
mity of the worlklng girl.

Now, however, the sociely women
are establishing clubs at the various
cities and the working girls and
women actually are patronizing
them. Board at $5.50 a week with
room and all conveniences of home
included were the factors that won
the girls' hearls

Mra. O. H. P. Belmont, Miss Jane
Addams, Misses Blanche and 1thel
Bass and Mrs. Fiolay Shephord,
formerly Helen Gould, are among
the mapy society women and girls
and social workers who have (nter-
ested themselves in these clubs and
bave made successes ol them,

The sympathy belween wealthy
women and working girls perbups
dates back o the founding of large
department stores and the many agi-
fations to have buyvers do their
Chbristmas shopping early s0 as (o
relieve the poor shop girl from tedi-
ous bours of standing on ber fest in

the closing hours before 1he great
boliday.
FIRST 1T
WAS A FAD.
The maitler, bowever, was Hrst

taken up as a fad. A New York so-
ciely woman in ber search for some
new form of diversion actually tound
that girls who stand on Lhelr feet
from 8 a. m., (o 6 p. m., actually get
tired, tbat their feet apre blistered
and that most of their lelsure time
is spent under the doctor's care,
Whereupon the soclely woman
gave a dinner ino the girls' honor aod
vited all of her soclal clan to ex-

claim with her in the preseoce of th
sad-eyed worklpg girl, “poor thing,
isp't Il too bad.,” The girl, of courae,
{elt as much encouraged as did the
poor of Paris when Queen Marie An-
tolnette on belng informed that the
and children wers without
bread exclpimoed “The poor ithings

WoImen
Why don't they eat cake

The French had
Nor did the New York working girl
profit by the exclamation of her rich

no cake 1o eal

palrons.

The working girl returned to the
daily grind with a batred of rich
people in general and soclety wonen
ln particular
women of thal day

They did not

The sociely
had the wrong idea.

know that they were complicaling
rather than solving the affairs of

the working girls by bringing them
fnlo wealthy surroundings ziviog
ihem a costly meal and on their de-
parture pressing inte the girls’ hand
a bill. 1t made the workers
more dissatisfied with their
and iospired them to a desire 19 be
like the w«-ulh.y women who didn't
tn work for a living and yet

ouly
work

have
POESE ssed plenty
More (han one
tLrned wrong right
york from this mistake of the weal-
thy women who wanted 1o aid, yel
didn't kpow just how to do IL

IDEAS ARE
CHANGED.

“The poor yve bave always with ye”
and the working girl is poor or else
she would not be working. Yet so-
cial workers made 1he same
takes in Lrying to deal with workiog
girtlg as they did in trylog 1o aid
\he poor. In maopy cities are orgun-
lzed charitable assoclatons sup-
poried by aunual donatlona of
weallby citizens, and on the whole
supposcd to treat charitable cases
in such way as fo solve the condi-
tlona of the impoverished familles.

Yer that is just what they Lave
failed 1o do-—solve the problem, Iu
many big cities the charilable asgo-
ciation gives the family enough foud
and fuel to last three days. Then it
fg through with them. If complaint

girl’'s head was

licre In Niw

s~
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Is made the charitable
slivws s

associalion
records (o prove (hat 1 gl-
ready has renderod
given three days

Hy two weeks

clficient alqg

foud to last a [am-
The thing in this case is that the
well-paid workers of the
BOCIely

charitable
adled to
IT the head of 1
work the conditions would be solved
I employvment were
bim. If the family too old to
work it were best that the Members
be sent to some home for the aged
So ag these associations falled to
aid the poor because they falled to
polve thelr conditions so did the s0-

relieve the famil

Louse were o' of

obtdined for

Wi

eiety women and other social work-

ers fall to solve the working guls
condition by offering Ler

and money

syvinpathy

The chuasm (hat separates the rich
and the poor. the working sirl and
the soclely woman must ever re-
main, It will but harm the girl to
bring her into an atmosphera of
wealth znd after an hour or 1wo of
chrer-

gavety send ber back to et

less room
PRACTICAL
PLAN.

What was necessary was that the
condition of the working girl be

changed Tho girls employed in
shops und storeg gt present are gen-
crally of the Letter and hul

Tow of Lhom ar uns,. Isur

CIUSss
1

must geel

{rom e
a girl making 35 a
vheap lodging and cbeup lodgibg
can only be (ound o cheap nelgh-
borhioods Result—( Is
ment living in  eheap
with  bad surroundings, are
subjected  to  the insults of
rough men living 1o that same neigh-
borhaod

M courae it
Livon 1D 1]\1
borhood, for
e
.-\..'i (4]

ol reline-
neighbor-
howds

oflten

was oul of the
in a respeciable
Lhere
obiained oy

Ylies-
nelgl-
room and board
never less than
week aond this would CoOnsume
the entire earnings of the workiug

girl

S0 foally  some  brilliant  rieh
Woman discovered the seat of the
trouble, It wasn't that thoe working
Bitls neodoed

sympathy or glimpses

ol wealth. It was she needed a de-

cent homwe

In every ity (here lg some nelgh-
horhood, formerly occupied by
wealtby familics, (hat still maintaios
s respectability. In  such nelgh-
borboods lLouses may be reoted
cheaply and expenses  so adjuated
that 4 home or club where girls may
room and board for 2350 per wiek
can be conducted so as lo pay ex-
I'énses

S0 0o New York, Chicago, St. Louls
and olher ¢itiea sucle  clubs )
been established The rooms are
comfortably fitted and two girls as-
glgned lo o room, eacl baving her

own « r wardrobe o which
o place her clothine Munls are
BiTrvedl LWl a day rcakinst il
=i Un  Sondg (1T 'S8 1
is late n liw wigh and L
re Lthelr own breal 51 DT
ning o vach sucl bhome
pariors whoi's lthe gliris nuy
sather at plzhl and amuse theni-
selvog togethen
MAY ENTERTALY
FRIENDS,
The siris are permitted o enier-

tain meén friends until 10:30 o'clock
The only restriction |s that the ey
musl depart al the given hoor and
algo that the girls introdiiecd them (o
their chaperond, eacl hoo
an elderly and refined
chargze as sort of 4 meptor for the
Elvls

In on home in particular the
trustees of the club were so liborul
an to establish Irysting places about
the large grountds. Beoches wed: ar-
ranged  bencath and rose
bushes and if there were apything
lacking 1o mako the siene romantii
It was the softened rayvs of Lthe moon
Wise trustecs arrapged those tryst-
ing plices. They realized that the
ultimate solution of the working
girl's problem s warringe. So thoy
arranged that only gentlomanly and

wWomaa in

trees

substantial young men call at the
hiouse
They were eminently successful,

for all of the girls in their clab aar-
ried and more were
taken in and prepared for the great-
er work of their lves—for the wed-

syccessul |I\-
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MRS  HELEN GOULD SHEPARD

illine that would [ree them from tha
bonds of povert

Among thosa who bove engagod
extensivily  in the work of allding
1 depart ment sl giris nrq

Missges Blanche and Rulth Bass, two
girls who cume to New York fromn St
Louis and went right joto the siums
and started to work atdiong the pgliris
and in fOnding them good Nomes in
ore respectabl about 1ke
city and espeoially lu privale homes
While Mlss Blanclie Bass was un-
able at Brst o succeed in establish-
Ing a elub for the girls she made ar-
rapgoments 1o have them taken Julo
private homes where they would ha
given a mothorly care and vel whern
the boaed and room would not cost
ovar 23,00 a4 weok,

IN PRIVATE

HOMES.

She found that even In New
there are motherly women who vill
cure for workingz givls and g.ve
thom Kindly attepliop for the zum
that barely peys the expenses for
their upkoop

The idea spread rupidly and f:om
it wag derived tbhat of establishing
clobg In various cities. Many moth-
orly women were found who gladly
took the positon of mentor in a ¢lub

pliaces

York

for a small consideration and her
room and board

It was decided that  the git
given an opportinity for
ermment aod formulate their awn
rules the house-mulher, as she 138
called, being prosent only as 4 CoD-
fidant of the givls avd not &s o 0=
perintendent or a2 disciplinarian.
And the girls took right to their new
wothers, the majority of the club
giris being orphans

All their liitle secrots werg poured
itito  the ears of the house-mother
and she sucecceded in giving them
good advice

=0 the chasm belween Lhe working
girl aod the wealthy woman was
bridged by a practicul solution of
the problem and the scheme has
been so successful that many other
clubs are belng planned in the la:ge
cities

The spopsors bave found that the
homes cost little, —in facl ars prac-
tically sell-supporting, while the
refining influence on the girls is
greal, aod another thing—it brings
the girls in touch with the better
class of working young men and re-
sulils in advantageous marriages that
solve {he question of the working
girl




